Post-Accident Evaluation:
A Proposed Worksheet

By Pere Methner

0 new
recrul
with
i h e
"\l'._:;'.:,lr
o [Falls,

Ontario Fire

Department some 14
VEIRrs ago, I remem ber
'-'il:linl_' with @ semior
ol leer on wihus we then
called the “back bendy’

and listening w0 some
s pebvice, Most recruiats have heard something sl
He sgid, “Son., theres o wordd ol |_:-|1[.-|._||1l.:|-|i11.' m the fire
service, I vou leam something

acae. Before we elear mcndenis 13 ofien |:|1q:-.|l|1|.l.. v besi,
opporumity we will hive 1o re-ztedy the overmll scenario.
and. impornily, our effect on it [t preseniz o very good
cpporianily 1o more thoreughly cxamine oplional evolu-
tions that may have been available for extricating the vic-
tim, given dilferences in factors like the need for gquick
decision-making. sceme sabiliusion, adeiy, e, Further,
revigwing the scene belore cleanng gives us an opporiu-
nity o kook more chosely m the vehicle's engineered con-
struction amd air bag locations. With tme, e assimila-
i of new amd brosider information may allow us o read
cibwr scenves differemily, That's lemming. For exmnple, mat
mg the colbision markimgs, and “piecing together how the
accident demage coourred i conjunciion with how the
vehicle fared alter the collistion, gives us greater insighi
PRI |.||:'.|||.'r-l.'U|-:'Ei||i: the iralr':'_li.ﬂ airer q-1h lor lack thereod)
of specilic vehicles,

|J-\.Iirt|'|- thust wthers Y et 10 consder lor the |.||.'1.'|.'L|p

venit of o more departmentally specific PIE worksheer, In's
meant o o place 1o bepin and, especully, a8 0 means
facilinate conversmion about the wopic. And its certanly
mcant o e chamged 1o suil particular nesds. For mino
Tender benders' or magor mncideniz involveg muluiple
vichilcles, OO BOPE 05 8 Mooy COmmuEly should be 1o get
lirsi responders thinkmg abowi such mmporiant things as;
slabilization: access; 100l use; pir bags: battery locations;
ard ReP-EEeTHY COOPCTaEon.

Sy thiree=pasge worksheet ouiline begins with mpor
tant details about date; locaton; times: vehicle typeish;
weather conditions: resources responding; and units. An
‘Action” section asks dewails about size-up; swabilizstion;
and access considerations. |..th:|._-.. an exircalion Sectin
asks questkmns about the methods imd spccesses of disen
|,||1g|i|1g VICTIm&: TETTHV I mupomobile sections: patient

pckaging: paticnt trans-

riew, share it I§ you Gnd some-
one in trouble, lend & helping
hand. Around here, remem ber
B keep your eves andd smirk open
amd your mouth shue.” It came
from o man who was well
respected, so | wook his mdvice
mmd tried myv best 1o follow 11,

Each of our departmenis
has evolved 10 aceept and leam
the practices miphed by the
'Brunsicimi’ mcident commemd
system  (IC5). For ws, IC5
Sparks genume mieres! mmong
[z'n.'liyhh.'l:‘ and s waken |.||.|:ilc
sericusly, In the kng mun, i
sanplilies things ot the fire
RCCTIE, I"'\'.l'{'\l Ere .;I|.|dr|_"\".|.'{i.
like the responsibilities of each
sector and ollicer. One panicu-
bar chumge brought aboue by
ICS, ancl the one that excites
me ihe most, 15 post-incident
evaluation (PIEY - or whar
some may call ‘post-incident
review’ or “post-incident analy-
g2’ Whastever it may be called,
the FIE 12 @ valuahle |-,\:||::'||r'.__|:
tocd — amd not ol all aboui kiy-
i'.'q.' blomie. T|'||'..l|.|;_.ﬂ'| PME. we
can learm much from
other, ust ke the “old guy” sid
wie should,

each

Ume thimg 15 noticeable abou firclighiers, alier you
got b know them ; each has differern degrees ol experiise
iy different arens. And aome of them have a kot of expert
i m o partioular aren. 5o 1 sumds o renson thud there
are times when we com aesist each other with the knowl-
edge and skills of the differant jobs we do. From garbage
b fires oo house fires o more complicaed high-rse hotel
fires, elfective PIE prevents us lrom making the same mis-
tnkes twice, It's likely thut some pant of 0 ME stays with
us throssghout cur careers and that we drew on it 1o each
ather (perhaps |ess expenienced) lirelighters. When |
think about if, thun's probably what the scmior oflicer was
tsachang me.

Motor Vehicle Recidents

My expeniise is aulo exirication. 5o, gelting right o
I:III\.' '|h.|ill1. I. iL"\-!ﬂ..‘ 1|'|I-J1I.'II VLAL FURLEm [II.'LI:IE Hl e T 'a'l\.'hil\.'ll\.'
secident, or “MVA" s owe have come o cll thiem, does
vour shift, or ek, sit down ond wlk abour the call?
Have your ever wanited 1o, but been oo relucians 1o initi-
ate e discussion? I you do si and walk about the kast (or
recent) call, is the disoussion more patieny/victim-related
L il’-h.:‘.'.l the |.||.!-.I|i'|iI|Il|'l\.' -\.'|1.'|.r.':..'|.|.'r|=1i|.'.- (5| 'l-'l.'|1'il.'||.' LN

struciem?

And think abowt whether crews toke tme o thor-
oughly examme the involved vehicles before lsving the
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For future MYA calls, this information mighi help us
formubate probable comsequences and bemer pre-plan
extricalion technibgues as we later approach 1the same
tvpes of vehiclels),

I have been ssked meny times aboui what pude-
lime(2) 1o follow for & PIE. What a great idea. o set ol
guidelires. Since | began touring the regional and miter-
nateml extrcaton crouit, | have made a point of putimg
the cquestion ol puidelines o fellow resouers, Wi
has besn consistent among admost all of them s thaa
rescuers temd 0 tlk o other rescuers. With suio
mamufscturers regularly charging vehicle designs and
aafety features, we should now sdhare with Tellow fire.

fighters ihrough o more stnociured PIE worksheet,

S0 during the past year, | socepred the challenge
of beginning development of whad | thimk an effec-
nive, generic PIE worksheer might ook like for use by
iy depariment. 've developed pomits 10 share thae, |
believe, cover the important areas of extrication
while. at the same tme, remain easy 1© follow with
mnimeal instriction. As we all should do. | have foe-
warded my thowghis wo a few of my chosest “crinie”
freends, who have hielped irmsform a worksheet with
valuable inpat

My worksheer oulline is stricily suggestive ol

port; wols; and veamwork
issues,  Included
apportunitics Tor partic
pats tomake suggesiions
for the purchase of mew
of mproved equipment

dre

that might increase effec-
tiveness anclior elliciancy,
It's three pages = PIE isn't
meni we ke all day or
b exhaustive,

We've placed a copy o
my  worksheet thic
home page of The Fire
services pourmal websile
ar wwwslsjonaea for you

L0

te wiew;  electromically
I,'a'lFl“.IEI.' .n1|.|.."-.|r r\-ri|1| k=
you see (i s hopeful
that facilitating PIE wall
also facilitale teamwork
and help already stresaful
CRAT il.'illil. s Prgress
more smeothly, Il nothing
clse, however, it will help
us shure some |_|1-|_-_|‘-_'-|'||~._ I
weleome your thoughis,

atay sale
Pete
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Auto Extrication Tips

By Pete Methner

Technologies

* The Honda Insight wees
a high-voliage, NiMh baz-
tery of aboun 48 Ibs and
144 volts,

# The Honda Insiht ligh
voltage cobles nun below
the floos, aboul one ool
i [rom the driver’s side,
Beneath the vehicle, these
AN L'I.:I'a'l.'n.'ii '“I‘I'I | I:'I.:h.'l:
cover marked High
Volige.

Technigues

# Dizconnecting the negn-
iive side of the batiery dis-
ables the high voliage con-
traller and alkews high
valtsge 1o nun throwgh the
omnge ables,

e Do NOT stabilize up 1o
the black plastic high woli-
e Wire COVEE, OFf PEmove
1.



